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This bill appropriates $5,000,000 from general revenues for the design, plans and construction of 1 

a Kalaupapa monument memorializing the approximately 8,000 Hansen’s disease patients that 2 

were sent there for isolation between 1866 and 2069 and the tremendous impact this forced 3 

separation had on individuals, families and communities in Hawaii.   4 

The department recognizes the value of this memorial and supports the intent of SB2796 so long 5 

as appropriations do not displace priorities described in the Governor’s Supplemental Budget.  6 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 7 
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Lopaka Hoopii Testifying for Ka Ohana 
O Kalaupapa 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

My father, Robert, was born in Kalaupapa in 1929.  He, along with 6 other siblings, were 
separated from their parents and sent to an orphanage in Kalihi.  Two other brothers 
were eventually sent back to Kalaupapa because it was believed they contracted 
Hansen's Disease.  His parents (my grandparents) along with two brothers (uncles) and 
their wives (aunts) are buried in Kalaupapa.  Although they have marked gravesites, I 
have one aunt on my mother's side, whose gravesite has never been located.  There 
are many others, like me, who have similar stories to tell. 

This memorial will list the names of all, nearly 8,000 residents who have lived in 
Kalaupapa.  Nearly 2,000 of them have unmarked or unlocated gravesites. 

Ka Ohana O Kalaupapa has been working for over a decade to have this memorial built 
to honor those 8,000 residents who deserve to be honored for their sacrifices.  Please 
make this happen. 

Mahalo nui, 

Lopaka Hoopii  

(Director - Ka Ohana O Kalaupapa, member of Kalaupapa Memorial Design Committee) 
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Comments:  

To:      Senator Brian T. Taniguchi, Chair of Labor, Culture and the Arts Committee and 
Committee                 members; 

From:  Kohala Hawaiian Civic Club and Pelekikena Velda Napua Akamu 

Aloha Senators and mahalo for your time and attention to our kuleana.  I am currently 
the pelekikena(president) of Kohala Hawaiian Civic Club, located in North Kohala, 
Hawaii island.  I write to call attention to a Resolution No. 2019 -35 that our club 
submitted at Our Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs Convention, held just this past 
November 16, 2019, on Maui Island.  The resolution title is "Recognizing Ka 'Ohana 'O 
Kalaupapa's Committment  To The Establishment Of The Memorial At 
Kalaupapa."  This resolution was unanimously passed by at least 400 delegates in 
attendance from our state as well as our mainland clubs. 

I am also personally involved with Kalaupapa.  I was in the 3rd grade when I found out I 
was adopted, and that word followed me and my life.  My Mother and Father were sent 
as children to Kalaupapa.  This is my story and I eventually met my parents whom I 
loved and laid to rest at Kalaupapa.  We still have residents remaining, and remember 
they were forced-no choce to be exiled.  They were/are good people and they want to 
"SEE" this memorial while I'm still alive---these are their words, from their voices to my 
ears and now to you.  PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE KOKUA....MAKANA! 

MAHALO......Napua Akamu a me ka Maunu a me Kaona, Acob, Kahananui, Aki... 
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Comments:  

Aloha Chair Taniguchi and Members of the Labor, Culture and the Arts Committee, 

My name is Tessa Munekiyo Ng and I am a member of the Kalaupapa Memorial Design 
Committee.  �,���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���.�D���µ�2�K�D�Q�D���2���.�D�O�D�X�S�D�S�D���I�R�U���P�D�Q�\���\�H�D�U�V���W�R��
help make this important Memorial a reality.  

I am writing in strong support of SB 2796 which would provide $5 million for 
construction of The Kalaupapa Memorial. 

The United States Congress passed The Kalaupapa Memorial Act that was signed by 
President Barack Obama in 20���������D�X�W�K�R�U�L�]�L�Q�J���.�D���µ�2�K�D�Q�D���W�R���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K���W�K�H���0�H�P�R�U�L�D�O����
�6�L�Q�F�H���W�K�D�W���W�L�P�H�����W�K�H���µ�2�K�D�Q�D���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G���L�Q���I�H�G�H�U�D�O���D�Q�G���V�W�D�W�H���F�R�P�S�O�L�D�Q�F�H��
processes, assembled a strong Memorial Committee that produced a beautiful and 
meaningful design for the Memorial, compiled the names of nearly 8,000 people who 
were sent to Kalaupapa, and developed a fundraising strategy. 

The names of the people of Kalaupapa have been mostly forgotten over the years and 
left out of the history that they helped to create. The Kalaupapa Memorial will make 
certain that they will be forever remembered and returned to the history of Kalaupapa 
and their family histories. The Memorial will serve as a place of reconnection for 
descendants who will find healing and pride as they are surrounded by the names. 

We humbly ask for your support of SB2796 to provide funding for The Kalaupapa 
Memorial. 

Tessa Munekiyo Ng 
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Kehaulani Lum 
99-045 Nalopaka Place 
`Aiea, Hawai`i 96701 

 
Testimony on Senate Bill 2796, Relating to the Kalaupapa Memorial 

House Committee on  Labor, Culture and the Arts 
Senator Brian T. Taniguchi, Chair 
Senator Les Ihara, Jr., Vice Chair 

Tuesday, February 11, 2020, 3:00 p.m. 
Conference Room 224, State Capitol 

 
 
Aloha Chair Taniguchi, Vice Chair Ihara and Members of the Committee, 
 
My name is Kehaulani Lum, and, on behalf of my family, I strongly support SB 2796, 
which authorizes $5,000,000 for the design, plan and construction of the Kalaupapa 
Memorial.   
 
This cherished Memorial will remember and honor all the people of Kalaupapa by their 
name.  Many of them belonged to children and have been forgotten over the years and 
left out of history.  The Memorial will serve as a symbol of justice, a place of healing, 
family reunification and remembrance, especially, for our `ohana, who still carries the 
pain of separation, from one generation to the next. 
 
My late granduncle, Henry Kalalahilimoku Nala`ielua, was only 10 years old when he was 
sent alone to Kalaupapa, in 1941.  Three of his siblings were isolated there, as well, yet, 
he found, upon his arrival, that they had all died, within only a few years of landing.  
Uncle Henry testified to the U.S. Senate, in 2009, calling for the creation of a Memorial: 

�^�/�������o�]���À�����š�Z���š���š�Z�����D���u�}�Œ�]���o���Á�]�o�o�������������‰�o���������š�Z���š���‰���}�‰�o�������}�µ�o�����P�}���š�}�U�_���Z�����•���]���U���^���v�����i�µ�•�š��
by looking at the list, they find a relative or friends they knew...I think for me it would be 
a cherished memory to have a monument that tells the people this is what we wanted 
���v�����š�Z�]�•���]�•���Á�Z���š���š�Z���Ç���Z���À���X�_ 

A year after delivering his testimony, Uncle took his last breath.  He did not live to see 
his earthly dream fulfilled, but through the compassion and commitment of all of you, 
the 'Ohana, and a prestigious volunteer design team, it is coming to life. 

8,000 beloved individuals were exiled to Kalaupapa, most of who died there and are 
buried without tombstones, and, yet, we have no sacred site to honor and reflect upon 
their great sacrifices.  This is a way for us, a civilized and enlightened society, to give 
�š�Z���u�U���]�v���������š�Z�U���Á�Z���š���š�Z���Ç���Á���Œ���������v�]�������]�v���o�]�(���Y�X�}�µ�Œ���������‰���•�š gratitude and Aloha. 
 
Mahalo nui loa for your support of this measure and for shining a light on our heroes.  

Me ke aloha nui loa, Kehaulani Lum 
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Brian T. Taniguchi, Chairman 
Labor, Culture and The Arts Committee 
Hawai`i State Legislature 
Honolulu, Hawai`I 96813 
 
Bill Number: SB2796  
 
Hearing: February 11, 2019, 3 p.m. 
Room 224, Hawai`i State Capitol 
 
I write in support of SB2796, funding $5 million for The Kalaupapa Memorial 
 
Aloha Chair Taniguchi and Members of the Labor, Culture and the Arts 
Committee, 
 
My name is Jason Umemoto. I am on the Board of Directors of Ka ‘Ohana O 
Kalaupapa and have been serving as the Chairperson of the Kalaupapa Memorial 
Committee. My involvement is directly related to my relationship with my grand-
uncle Ed Kato, who was a long-time resident-patient at Kalaupapa.  The 
Committee is comprised of current residents, descendants, ‘Ohana members and 
dedicated professional consultants all seeking to realize this dream to provide a 
touchstone to ancestors and celebrate their community. 
 
I am writing in strong support of SB 2796 which would provide $5 million for 
construction of The Kalaupapa Memorial.  In particular, my Uncle Ed spoke to me 
about the idea of a memorial for many years when it was just an idea being carried 
by the community to try and establish a way to memorialize the community and 
dramatic history of the peninsula 
 
The names of the people of Kalaupapa have been mostly forgotten over the years 
and left out of the history that they helped to create.  The Memorial will serve as a 
place of reconnection for descendants who will find healing and pride as they are 
surrounded by the names.  
 
We humbly ask for your support of SB2796 to provide funding for The Kalaupapa 
Memorial. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jason Umemoto, Chair, Kalaupapa Memorial Committee 
Ka ‘Ohana O Kalaupapa, Director 



�)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\������������������
��
�%�U�L�D�Q���7�����7�D�Q�L�J�X�F�K�L�����&�K�D�L�U�P�D�Q��
�/�D�E�R�U�����&�X�O�W�X�U�H���D�Q�G���7�K�H���$�U�W�V���&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H�����+�D�Z�D�L�C�L���6�W�D�W�H���/�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�X�U�H��
�+�R�Q�R�O�X�O�X�����+�D�Z�D�L�C�,��������������
��
�%�L�O�O���1�X�P�E�H�U�����6�%������������
��
�+�H�D�U�L�Q�J�����)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\���������������������������S���P����
�5�R�R�P�������������+�D�Z�D�L�C�L���6�W�D�W�H���&�D�S�L�W�R�O��
��
�,���Z�U�L�W�H���L�Q���I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���I�R�U���7�K�H���.�D�O�D�X�S�D�S�D���0�H�P�R�U�L�D�O���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���R�I���6�%����������
��
�$�O�R�K�D���&�K�D�L�U���7�D�Q�L�J�X�F�K�L���D�Q�G���0�H�P�E�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�H���/�D�E�R�U�����&�X�O�W�X�U�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H���$�U�W�V���&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H����
��
�,���D�P���Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J���R�Q���E�H�K�D�O�I���R�I���W�K�H���I�D�P�L�O�\���R�I���0�D�U�J�D�U�H�W�H���/�X�F�L�H���*�H�R�U�J�L�Q�H���%�X�Q�V���:�H�E�H�U���Z�K�R���Z�D�V���D������
�S�D�W�L�H�Q�W���W�K�D�W���G�L�H�G���R�Q���)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\���������������������D�Q�G���L�V���E�X�U�L�H�G���L�Q���.�D�O�D�X�S�D�S�D�����0�R�O�R�N�D�C�L�������:�H���D�V�V�X�P�H���E�H�F�D�X�V�H��
�R�I���K�H�U���G�D�W�H���R�I���G�H�D�W�K���W�K�D�W���V�K�H���L�V���E�X�U�L�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���D�U�H�D���Z�K�H�U�H���P�D�Q�\���R�I���W�K�H���P�D�U�N�H�U�V���Z�H�U�H���Z�D�V�K�H�G���D�Z�D�\��
�E�\���W�K�H���W�L�G�D�O���Z�D�Y�H����
��
�.�D�O�D�X�S�D�S�D���L�V���D���S�O�D�F�H���O�L�N�H���Q�R���R�W�K�H�U�������2�Q�F�H���\�R�X���Y�L�V�L�W���W�K�H�U�H�����\�R�X���O�H�D�Y�H���D���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���S�H�U�V�R�Q�������7�K�H�U�H���D�U�H��
�P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���������������V�W�R�U�L�H�V���R�I���S�D�L�Q���D�Q�G���V�R�U�U�R�Z���E�\���S�H�R�S�O�H���R�I���P�D�Q�\���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���U�D�F�H�V���D�Q�G���F�X�O�W�X�U�H�V���Z�K�R��
�Z�H�U�H���I�R�U�F�H�G���W�R���F�R�P�H���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���D�Q�G���D�V���D���U�H�V�X�O�W���F�U�H�D�W�H�G���W�K�H�L�U���R�Z�Q���F�X�O�W�X�U�H����
��
�$���P�H�P�R�U�L�D�O���K�R�Q�R�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���V�H�Q�W���W�R���.�D�O�D�X�S�D�S�D���Z�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���R�Q�O�\���K�H�O�S���W�K�H���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���E�U�L�Q�J���O�R�Q�J��
�D�Z�D�L�W�H�G���F�O�R�V�X�U�H���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���O�R�Y�H�G���R�Q�H�V���E�X�U�L�H�G���W�K�H�U�H���E�X�W���E�H���D���S�U�R�I�R�X�Q�G���O�L�I�H���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���W�R���D�O�O���W�K�R�V�H���W�K�D�W��
�Y�L�V�L�W�������.�D�O�D�X�S�D�S�D���K�D�V���D���V�W�R�U�\���W�R���W�H�O�O���D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���V�W�R�U�\���L�V���D���Y�H�U�\���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���S�D�U�W���R�I���R�X�U���K�L�V�W�R�U�\���K�H�U�H���L�Q��
�W�K�H���,�V�O�D�Q�G�V���D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���D�U�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G����
��
�0�\���J�U�H�D�W���J�U�D�Q�G�P�R�W�K�H�U�¶�V���O�L�I�H���D�Q�G���G�H�D�W�K���L�Q���.�D�O�D�X�S�D�S�D���Z�D�V���D���K�X�J�H���P�\�V�W�H�U�\���W�R���P�\���I�D�P�L�O�\�����D�V���Z�D�V���K�H�U��
�\�R�X�Q�J���J�U�D�Q�G�V�R�Q���³�:�L�O�O�L�H���2�O�V�H�Q�´���Z�K�R���G�L�H�G���D�W���W�K�H���/�H�D�K�L���+�R�V�S�L�W�D�O���R�Q���2�D�K�X�������,���O�H�D�U�Q�H�G���R�I���K�H�U���I�U�R�P���P�\��
�I�D�W�K�H�U���Z�K�H�Q���,���Z�D�V���D���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G���D�Q�G���D�V���D�Q���D�G�X�O�W�����Z�K�H�Q���,���Z�U�R�W�H���W�R���P�\���I�D�P�L�O�\���D�E�R�X�W���K�H�U�����,��
�G�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U�H�G���W�K�D�W���,���Z�D�V���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���W�Z�R���I�D�P�L�O�\���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���Z�K�R���N�Q�H�Z���R�I���K�H�U���L�O�O�Q�H�V�V���D�Q�G���Z�K�H�U�H���V�K�H���Z�D�V��
�O�D�L�G���W�R���U�H�V�W�������:�K�D�W���D���V�K�D�P�H���W�K�D�W���K�H�U���I�D�P�L�O�\���Z�D�V�Q�¶�W���D�E�O�H���W�R���P�R�X�U�Q���K�H�U���D�V���V�K�H���G�H�V�H�U�Y�H�G�����E�X�W���W�K�D�W�¶�V��
�W�K�H���Z�D�\���L�W���Z�D�V���I�R�U���P�D�Q�\���R�I���W�K�H���S�D�W�L�H�Q�W�V���D�W���.�D�O�D�X�S�D�S�D���L�Q���W�K�R�V�H���G�D�\�V����
��
�/�L�N�H���P�D�Q�\���R�I���W�K�H���2�K�D�Q�D���2�C�.�D�O�D�X�S�D�S�D���,���D�Q�[�L�R�X�V�O�\���D�Z�D�L�W���W�K�H���G�D�\���W�K�D�W���,���Z�L�O�O���K�D�Y�H���D���S�O�D�F�H���W�R���O�D�\���P�\��
�O�H�L���L�Q���K�R�Q�R�U���R�I���P�\���J�U�H�D�W���J�U�D�Q�G�P�R�W�K�H�U���Z�K�R���W�U�D�Y�H�O�H�G���D�V���D���\�R�X�Q�J���O�D�G�\���I�U�R�P���*�H�U�P�D�Q�\���Z�L�W�K���G�U�H�D�P�V���R�I��
�U�D�L�V�L�Q�J���K�H�U���I�D�P�L�O�\���L�Q���K�H�U���Q�H�Z���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���Z�K�L�F�K���V�K�H���O�R�Y�H�G���D�Q�G���Q�R�Z���F�D�O�O�H�G���K�R�P�H����
��
�6�L�Q�F�H�U�H�O�\����
��
�0�D�U�L�O�\�Q���3�X�D�Q�D�Q�L���-�D�Q�V�V�H�Q���&�O�H�J�K�R�U�Q������������
�3���2�����%�R�[������������
�.�X�O�D�����+�,����������������
����������������������������



SB-2796 
Submitted on: 2/10/2020 10:18:29 AM 
Testimony for LCA on 2/11/2020 3:00:00 PM 
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Present at 
Hearing  

Cheryl Reeser Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I am writing in support of SB2796, funding $5 million for The Kalaupapa Memorial.  I am 
the great, great granddaughter of a Kalaupapa patient who was banished to Kalaupapa 
for the remainder of her life, removed permanently from her loved-ones.  In addition my 
late parents, Don and Bunnie Reeser, worked tirelessly to bring this memorial to fruition 
and honor the patients who were sent their as well as their families who experienced 
such loss.   

Mahalo for your consideration, 

Cheryl Kuulei Reeser 

 



 
 

February 11, 2020 
3:00 P.M. 

Room 224, Hawaii State Capitol 
COMMITTEE ON LABOR, CULTURE AND THE ARTS 

 
TESTIMONY ON S.B. 2796 

RELATING TO THE KALAUPAPA MEMORIAL 
 
 

Chair Taniguchi and members of the committee.  Thank you for the opportunity to 
testify on this bill.  My name is Patrick Boland and I am in strong support of the bill. 
 
I first visited Kalaupapa 53 years ago.  Since that time I have become friends with 
many of the residents, and have become an avid student of the history and people of 
the place.  The people are remarkable and their stories and accomplishments are 
compelling.  They deserve to be properly remembered and honored. 
 
Of the approximately 8,000 people who were sent to Kalaupapa, more than 6,000 
are in unmarked graves.  There is no visible display of their names.   This memorial 
will remedy that lack. 
 
I would like to point out that in 2008 both houses of the Legislature passed S.C.R. 
No. 208 which recognized and acknowledged the people of Kalaupapa and their 
families for their sacrifices, and apologizing for harsh government policies.  Funding 
the Kalaupapa memorial is a logical (and just) next step. 
 
Again, I ask you to support this measure and thank you for your attention. 
 
 
____________________________________________ 
Patrick Boland 
45-665 Uhilehua St. 
Kaneohe, HI 96744 
boland@lava.net 
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Comments:  

I support this memorial.  It is important that we continue to honor those that suffered and 
died from Hansens Disease.  We need to continue to educate others about this issue 
and the memorial will serve to honor those that were unfairly treated.  
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February 9, 2020 
 
Brian T. Taniguchi, Chairman 
Labor, Culture and The Arts Committee 
 
Hearing: February 11, 2019, 3 p.m.; Room 224, Hawai`i State Capitol 
In support of SB2796, funding $5 million for The Kalaupapa Memorial 
 
To Chairperson Taniguchi and Members of the Labor, Culture and the Arts Committee: 
 
The people of Kalaupapa and Kalawao have been speaking to us for more than 154 years. They 
have written and signed thousands of letters and petitions, participated in oral history projects, 
been interviewed for newspaper articles, and testified on numerous occasions before various 
government agencies. There are several different admission records filled with thousands of 
names, written and re-written to ensure that the names of all those sent to Kalaupapa would be 
�S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���S�H�U�P�D�Q�H�Q�W���U�H�F�R�U�G���R�I���W�K�H���K�L�V�W�R�U�\���R�I���+�D�Z�D�L�µ�L�� 
 
I have been going to Kalaupapa for over 50 years �± since I was a junior at Kalani High School. 
�0�\���I�D�W�K�H�U���Z�D�V���R�Q���W�K�H���&�L�W�L�]�H�Q�¶�V���&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H���W�K�D�W���F�K�D�Q�J�H�G���Whe century-old isolation policy in 1969. 
I have conducted more than 200 hours of oral history interviews with the residents of Kalaupapa, 
some of who were sent there as early as 1914 and 1915. My book, Kalaupapa: A Collective 
Memory is filled with the names of and words of people who were taken from their families and 
friends because they had leprosy. 
 
Over my half century of researching the history of leprosy in Hawaii and working to present this 
history in the words of the people who experienced it, I have observed two constants:   
 

1) A strong determination on the part of those individuals sent to Kalaupapa that this history 
and the people who lived it are remembered; 

2) An expectation of justice. Petitions and letters expressed the belief that justice and dignity 
would prevail in a situation that was so filled with deep personal pain, separation, and 
hardship. 

 
The Kalaupapa Memorial will enable us to tell an inclusive history of Kalaupapa. It will proudly 
serve as a permanent symbol of justice for the estimated 8,000 individuals sent to Kalaupapa as it 



 
IDEA Center for the Voices of Humanity, 32 Fall Street, Suite A, Seneca Falls, NY  13148; Mailing Address: P.O. Box 
651, Seneca Falls, NY 13148;  Telephone:  315-568-5838; FAX:  315-568-5891; email: alaw@idealeprosydignity.org 
 
 

�U�H�W�X�U�Q�V���W�K�H�P���W�R���W�K�H���K�L�V�W�R�U�\���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V�����W�K�H���K�L�V�W�R�U�\���R�I���.�D�O�D�X�S�D�S�D�����W�K�H���K�L�V�W�R�U�\���R�I���+�D�Z�D�L�µ�L and 
the history of the world.  
 
When I first visited Kalaupapa there were about 200 permanent residents �± there are now12. We 
hope that the �+�D�Z�D�L�µ�L���6�W�D�W�H���/�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�X�U�H���Z�L�O�O���S�U�R�X�G�O�\���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���W�K�H���.�D�O�D�X�S�D�S�D���0�H�P�R�U�L�D�O���W�K�U�R�X�J�K��
passage of SB2796 so that the final residents of Kalaupapa will be able to personally witness all 
of the names come back to life. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Anwei Skinsnes Law, MPH 
Director, IDEA Center for the Voices of Humanity; IDEA President for Heritage & Education 
�+�L�V�W�R�U�L�D�Q�����.�D���µ�2�K�D�Q�D���2��Kalaupapa 
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February 9, 2020 

 
 
Brian T. Taniguchi, Chairman 
Labor, Culture and The Arts Committee 
�+�D�Z�D�L�µ�L���6�W�D�W�H���&�D�S�L�W�R�O�����5�R�R�P�������� 
 
Hearing: February 11, 2019, 3 p.m.; Room 224, Hawai`i State Capitol 
 
In support of SB2796, funding $5 million for The Kalaupapa Memorial 
 
 
To Chair Taniguchi and Members of the Labor, Culture and the Arts Committee: 
 
I first visited Kalaupapa in 1977 as an historical architect. I was part of an effort to review the 
condition of some 400 buildings and make recommendations on repair needs including rough cost 
estimates. This was a small part of a legislated planning effort to determine the feasibility of having 
Kalaupapa designated as part of the National Park System.  
 
Kalaupapa National Historical Park (NHP) was authorized by an act of Congress and signed into 
law in December 1980. I was hired in 1982 as the first and only permanent NPS employee until 
Kalaupapa NHP received its first annual appropriations in fiscal year 1985. At that time I was 
appointed the first Superintendent. In conversations with the residents about what they felt was 
most important for the National Park Service to focus on, they overwhelmingly said that they 
wanted to see the graveyards cleared and all of the graves and taken care of. It was clear that they 
wanted to be remembered and wanted those who had come before them to be remembered. 
 
Clearing the graves is a way to honor both the past and present residents and it became the top priority 
for the NPS when I was Superintendent and continues to be a priority today. I was at Kalaupapa in early 
February and was very happy to see how good the graveyards look. However, there are only a little more 
than 1,000 identified graves at Kalaupapa out of an estimated 8,000 people who were sent there. There is 
�D���I�L�H�O�G���Q�H�[�W���W�R���)�D�W�K�H�U���'�D�P�L�H�Q�¶�V���&�K�X�U�F�K���D�Q�G���D�F�U�R�V�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���V�L�W�H���R�I���W�K�H��Kalaupapa Memorial that has 
about 2,000 unmarked graves. The Kalaupapa Memorial will honor all of these individuals and ensure 
that every person who was sent to Kalaupapa is remembered and included in their own history. The 
Kalaupapa Memorial will serve to remember their lives and legacies for the education and inspiration of 
present and future generations. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Henry G. Law 
First Superintendent, Kalaupapa National Historical Park 
hlaw@idealeprosydignity.org; 315-568-5838 
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